[Whipple's disease: abdominal lymphoma, intermittent fever and recurrent arthralgias].
A diagnostic laparotomy was performed on a 41-year old woman who, having suffered from recurrent arthralgias for several years and intermittent fever for many months, was found to have extensive enlargement of abdominal lymph-nodes, raising the suspicion of malignant lymphoma. Frozen-tissue biopsy was highly suspicious of Hodgkin's lymphoma, but light- and electron-microscopy revealed Whipple's disease, confirmed in an endoscopically obtained duodenal mucosal biopsy. The arthralgia quickly responded to antibiotic treatment. This case demonstrates the potential difficulties and errors in the diagnosis of Whipple's disease.